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Abstract  Article History 
This study aims to examine the phenomenon of urban Islamization, 
particularly in the social and cultural spheres in Jambi City, and how it 
influences the community's preference for integrated Islamic schools 
compared to public schools or other Islamic-based schools. Utilizing a case 
study approach, this research explores the role of Integrated Islamic Schools 
in integrating the curriculum and extracurricular activities that support the 
development of Islamic character. Data were collected through in-depth 
interviews, participatory observations, and document analysis from various 
relevant sources. The results show that changes in the urban community's 
mindset towards Islamic education are influenced by social and cultural 
dynamics, including the role of community and social networks in 
educational decision-making. Additionally, these findings reveal the 
implications of urban Islamization on educational preferences, challenges, 
and opportunities faced by Islamic schools in the context of urbanization. 
The limitations of this study include the generalizability of the findings 
beyond Jambi City. In conclusion, urban Islamization in Jambi has led the 
community to choose integrated Islamic schools as a superior educational 
option, reflecting a shift in values and expectations towards Islamic education 
in the modern era. This phenomenon also reflects the strengthening 
dynamics of urban Islamization in Jambi City. 
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Introduction 
Urbanization is a process where the human population shifts from rural areas to urban 

areas, resulting in an increase in the population in cities (Lapidus, 2022). Urbanization is often 
driven by economic factors, such as the search for better jobs and access to better facilities like 
education and healthcare (Chatterjee, 2017) (Boterman et al., 2019). Additionally, urbanization is 
accompanied by significant social, economic, and cultural changes, including a shift from agrarian 
lifestyles to industrialization, increased access to education and healthcare services, job 
diversification, and income growth (Pribadi, 2019), (Prihatini & Muhid, 2021), (Setia & Dilawati, 
2021). 

Urbanization can affect religious practices in various ways. First, in cities, religious 
practices become more organized through formal institutions such as mosques, madrasas, and 
integrated Islamic schools. Urbanization provides better access to these facilities, which can 
increase participation in religious (Chatterjee, 2017) (Tahir & Amirullah, 2019), (Setia & Dilawati, 
2021) 

Second, high mobility and extensive social networks in urban areas facilitate the rapid 
spread of religious ideas and practices. Social media and communication technology also play a 
significant role in disseminating religious messages (Chanifah et al., 2021). 

Third, urbanization often brings more diverse social and cultural influences, which can 
affect how people practice their religion. In cities, there is a tendency to adopt new forms of 
religious expression that are more modern and open (Friberg & Sterri, 2021a), (Jaffe-Walter, 2016). 

Fourth, access to better education in urban areas also increases religious awareness. 
Educated Muslim families in urban areas prefer to send their children to integrated Islamic schools 
that offer comprehensive religious education along with the general curriculum (Hefner, 2016) 
(Fadliyani et al., 2021). This can include the adoption of technology in religious activities, the use 
of social media for spreading Islamic teachings, and more. 

Islamization refers to the process where Islamic values, practices, and identities 
increasingly dominate the life of a community in a certain region (Friberg & Sterri, 2021a) 
(Wibowo, 2018), (Setia & Dilawati, 2021). In the context of urbanization, Islamization can occur 
when city residents begin to adopt more Islamic practices and values in their daily lives (Chanifah 
et al., 2021), (Shams, 2020). Islamization in Jambi City has strong and historical roots, beginning 
with the development of Islamic boarding schools (pondok pesantren) scattered in the Jambi Kota 
Seberang area. These pesantren served as the forerunners of Islamic education in the city. Over 
time, changes in the social and economic structure of society have influenced educational 
preferences. People increasingly desire education that can provide skills and knowledge relevant 
to the modern job market (Hidayat, 2021). Islamization can also refer to the process where Islamic 
values, norms, and religious practices become more entrenched in the lives of individuals and 
communities, both in social, cultural, and political contexts (Sözeri et al., 2022), (Prasetya et al., 
2021). Islamization in the urban context is often seen in the form of increased religious activities, 
the application of sharia law in certain aspects of public life, and the rising number of Islamic 
educational institutions. Examples of cities in Indonesia experiencing rapid urbanization and 
Islamization include Jakarta, Surabaya, Bandung, and Jambi. 

In Jakarta, as the capital city of Indonesia, rapid urbanization has influenced Islamization. 
This is reflected in the increasingly organized religious activities, the growing number of mosques 
and Islamic educational institutions, and the greater political influence of Islamic parties (M. 
Mahbub Al Basyari, 2022).  

Bandung City is also an example where urbanization has influenced Islamization. 
Economic growth and migration to this city have increased the number of active Muslim 
communities. Religious activities, such as study groups and Islamic lectures in public spaces and 
on social media, are increasingly attended by city residents (Setia & Dilawati, 2021). In Jambi City, 
urbanization has been accompanied by an increase in Islamization. This city is known for its 
various pesantren and Islamic schools that attract many students from all over Indonesia, 
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demonstrating the integration of religious education with the general curriculum. Additionally, 
da'wah (Islamic preaching) activities are very active in this Malay land (Pasaribu, 2021).  

Jambi City, as one of the developing cities in Indonesia, has undergone significant changes 
due to rapid urbanization. Urbanization in Jambi is characterized by rapid population growth, 
migration from rural to urban areas, and the development of supporting infrastructure. This 
urbanization process drives social and cultural changes, including in the religious practices of the 
community (Firsa Asha Sabitha, 2022), (Ginting & Hasanuddin, 2020), (McKenna & Francis, 
2019). Urban Islamization becomes an inevitable phenomenon, where Islamic values become 
increasingly integrated into the daily lives of urban communities. Urbanization in Jambi is marked 
by an increasing number of residents living in urban areas, as well as rapid infrastructure and 
economic development. Along with this urbanization process, there is an Islamization 
phenomenon, where Islamic values become more dominant in the social and cultural lives of the 
community (Pribadi, 2019). This phenomenon is evident from the increasing religious activities, 
the establishment of Islamic educational institutions, and the active role of religious figures in 
society. 

Globalization opens access to information and knowledge from various parts of the world 
(Handayani & Rianto, 2021), (Pribadi, 2019), enabling communities to become acquainted with 
diverse educational systems. On the other hand, modernization drives society to seek education 
that not only offers general knowledge but also provides a strong religious education. In this 
context, integrated Islamic schools have become an attractive option for many parents who desire 
education that harmonizes general knowledge with religious values (Fahroji, 2020), (Fadliyani et 
al., 2021), (Nurafni et al., 2017). Globalization and modernization have had a significant impact on 
educational preferences among urban communities. Globalization provides access to information 
and global educational developments, while modernization brings changes in mindset and lifestyle. 
Society is now more inclined to choose schools that are competitive but do not only impart 
academic knowledge but also instill strong moral and religious values (Prasetya et al., 2021), 
(Prihatini & Muhid, 2021). 

Globalization and modernization have had a profound impact on educational preferences 
in Jambi City. As the capital of the province, Jambi City plays a central role in driving the region's 
economy, government, and culture. As an administrative center, Jambi City is home to various 
provincial government institutions, as well as a hub for trade and services that influence the 
region's economic dynamics. Additionally, the city serves as an educational center, with the 
presence of various higher education institutions and schools contributing to the enhancement of 
human resource quality. Specifically, at the upper secondary school level, Jambi City has 100 
schools, comprising 44 senior high schools, 35 vocational high schools, and 21 Islamic senior high 
schools. Of the 44 senior high schools, 13 (29.55%) are government-owned public schools, while 
31 (70.45%) are private schools. Based on accreditation status, 22 senior high schools (50.00%) 
have achieved an A accreditation, 15 (34.09%) are accredited B, 6 (13.64%) are accredited C, while 
the remaining (2.27%) have not yet been accredited. Meanwhile, the total number of students for 
the 2023/2024 academic year at the senior high school level is 18,829, with 13,335 (70.82%) 
attending public schools and 5,494 (29.18%) attending private schools (Badan Pusat Statistik, 
2023). However, based on the quality of graduates, it is crucial to pursue continuous innovation as 
a means of branding in the face of schools that are lacking in student numbers, to the extent that 
some have even closed due to a lack of new enrollments (Tribun Jambi, 2023), (Tribun Jambi, 
2024). 

According to the official website of LTMPT (Lembaga Tes Masuk Perguruan Tinggi), of 
the 100 senior high schools, vocational high schools, and Islamic senior high schools in Jambi City, 
only one school was listed among the TOP 1000 best schools in Indonesia based on UTBK scores: 
SMAIT Nurul 'Ilmi Jambi (LTMPT, 2022). SMAIT Nurul 'Ilmi Jambi, established in 2018, has 
successfully competed in quality with both public and religious elite schools in the urban 
community. SMAIT Nurul Ilmi Jambi has become an alternative option that meets the need to 
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combine the national curriculum with comprehensive Islamic education, despite the high cost of 
education (Muspawi et al., 2023). In addition to having strong institutional branding and 
reputation, the growing interest in integrated Islamic schools, particularly SMAIT Nurul 'Ilmi in 
Jambi City, can be attributed to several factors. First, these schools offer a holistic educational 
curriculum that integrates general and religious education, balancing worldly and spiritual 
knowledge. Second, the environment of integrated Islamic schools is more conducive to the 
formation of Islamic character in children, with moral and ethical values taught consistently 
(Prasetya et al., 2021). (H. Kurniawan & Ariza, 2021)  (Fadliyani et al., 2021). Third, the growing 
awareness of the importance of good religious education is supported by societal and media 
influence. Social media and urban Muslim communities actively promote the benefits of integrated 
Islamic schools, increasing public interest and trust in these educational institutions. 

With this background, this article will further examine the factors driving the preference 
of the Jambi community towards integrated Islamic schools and how urban Islamization influences 
parental educational decisions, particularly regarding integrated Islamic schools. This phenomenon 
not only reflects changes in societal mindsets but also signifies a shift in values and expectations 
towards Islamic education in the modern era. This analysis aims to provide insights into the social 
and cultural dynamics influencing urban educational preferences and their implications for the 
development of Islamic schools amid urbanization. Additionally, this study seeks to identify the 
challenges and opportunities faced by Integrated Islamic Schools in meeting the community's 
expectations for quality Islamic education. 
 
Methods 

This research employs a mixed-methods approach (quantitative and qualitative) with a case 
study design to gain an in-depth understanding of the phenomenon of urban Islamization and the 
preference for integrated Islamic schools in Jambi City. This approach allows the researcher to 
explore quantitative aspects, such as measuring parental satisfaction with the quality of educational 
services, including teaching quality, school facilities, and the learning environment. In addition, the 
qualitative approach through interviews, participatory observations, and Focus Group Discussions 
(FGD) is used to gain deeper insights into the social and cultural dynamics that influence the 
preference for integrated Islamic schools. The selection of Nurul ‘Ilmi Integrated Islamic Senior 
High School (SMA Islam Terpadu Nurul ‘Ilmi) Jambi as the research site is based on its relevance 
to the research topic, considering that this school is a leading institution in Jambi Province with a 
rapidly growing Muslim community. 

The research subjects include various stakeholders, including leaders of integrated Islamic 
schools, teachers, staff, parents of students, students, community leaders, and local religious 
scholars (ulama). A total of 184 student guardians were selected as respondents in the quantitative 
survey using a questionnaire, while 15 key informants were selected through purposive sampling 
for in-depth interviews. Data collection techniques include questionnaires as supporting data, 
interviews, participatory observations, documentation, and FGDs. The collected data were 
analyzed using thematic analysis methods, which involve data transcription, coding, theme 
categorization, and interpretation to produce comprehensive findings. This approach is designed 
to provide a holistic understanding of how urban Islamization influences community preferences 
for integrated Islamic education in Jambi. 
 
Results 
Parent Satisfaction 
Parental satisfaction in choosing integrated Islamic schools in Jambi can be linked to educational 
management theories, particularly the Customer Satisfaction Theory in Education, which 
emphasizes the importance of service quality in meeting user expectations (Oliver, 2015; Kotler & 
Keller, 2016; Hiral et al., 2020). This satisfaction is the result of comparing expectations with the 
school's performance (Al Sadah et al., 2022), where parents seek high-quality education that also 
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shapes their children's character according to Islamic values. Satisfaction is correlated with the 
quality of teaching, learning, and effective school management (Fütterer et al., 2023; Martínez-
Zarzuelo et al., 2022), consistent with the Total Quality Management Theory, which underscores 
the importance of comprehensive management in creating value for parents and students.  
As service recipients, urban families, particularly in Jambi City, are strongly motivated to choose 
integrated Islamic schools for their children due to the desire to instill solid religious and moral 
values from an early age. They believe that education based on Islamic values can shape the 
character of their children in accordance with religious teachings. This is highly relevant in the 
modern era, where parents are concerned about the negative influences of social interactions and 
media. Based on the questionnaire distribution, data on the high quality of educational services at 
SMAIT Nurul 'Ilmi Jambi was obtained. The following is a summary of the parent questionnaire 
in the category of Service Quality 
 

 
Figure 1 Distribution of Service Quality Frequency 

 
The tendency regarding the level of service quality in this study is identified using the 

determination of the ideal mean and ideal standard deviation obtained through the following 
formulas:  
a. Ideal Mean (Mi)    = ½ (highest score + lowest score)  
b. Ideal Standard Deviation (SDi)  = 1/6 (highest score – lowest score)  
c. High Group     = Mi + 1 SDi < X  
d. Moderate Group    = Mi – 1 SDi ≤ X < Mi + 1 SDi  
e. Low Group     = X < Mi – 1 SDi 
Based on the formulas above, the distribution of service quality tendency categories can be seen 
in the following table: 

Table 1 Service Quality Categories 

No Category Frequency  
Frequency Category  

 Absolute Relative (%) 

1 20,67 < X 130 71.04 Tall 
2 16,33 ≤ X ≤ 20,67 47 25.68 Currently 
3 X < 16,33 7 3.83 Low 

 
Based on the table above, it can be observed that the tendency for service quality falls 

predominantly in the high category, with a relative percentage of 71.04%. Meanwhile, the other 
categories have varying percentages, namely medium at 25.68% and low at 3.83%. The pie chart 
illustrating the distribution of service quality tendencies is presented as follows: 
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Figure 2 Pie-Chart Category Distribution of Trends in Service Quality Variables 

 
Based on the summary of the questionnaire above, the Integrated Islamic School, 

specifically SMAIT Nurul 'Ilmi Jambi, is considered capable of providing intensive religious 
education and a better integration between general and religious curricula compared to other 
Islamic schools (Prasetya et al., 2021). Integrated Islamic schools are also viewed as places that 
prepare students not only for academic success but also for a life of high ethical and moral 
standards in accordance with Islamic teachings (M. Alam, 2020), (H. Kurniawan & Ariza, 2021), 
(Indra, 2020). SMAIT Nurul 'Ilmi Jambi offers a good balance between worldly and spiritual 
education, helping children become better individuals overall (Participant 2, personal 
communication, June 27, 2024). Additionally, a safe and Islamic educational environment is 
another key motivation for parents. Integrated Islamic schools provide a conducive atmosphere 
for learning and holistic development, both academically and spiritually (Indra, 2020) 
Quality service is positively correlated with student and parent satisfaction (Herman et al., 2023). 
Improvements in teaching quality, facilities, and support services significantly enhance the level of 
satisfaction and retention of students and their guardians. This is consistent with the results of the 
questionnaire distribution, which showed a high satisfaction category at 70.49%. The following is 
the frequency distribution of satisfaction: 
 

 
Figure 3: Frequency Distribution of Service Satisfaction 
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The tendency regarding the level of service satisfaction in this study is identified using the 
determination of the ideal mean or average and the ideal standard deviation, obtained using the 
following formulas: 
a. Ideal Mean (Mi)    = ½ (highest score + lowest score) 
b. Ideal Standard Deviation (SDi)  = 1/6 (highest score – lowest score) 
c. High Group    = Mi + 1 SDi < X 
d. Medium Group   = Mi – 1 SDi ≤ X < Mi + 1 Sdi 
e. Low Group    = X < Mi – 1 SDi 

Based on the formulas above, the distribution of service quality tendency categories can 
be observed in the following table: 

 
Table 2 Service Satisfaction Tendency Categories 

No Category Frequency  
Frequency Category  

 Absolute Relative (%) 

1 20,67 < X 129 70.49 Tall 
2 16,33 ≤ X ≤ 20,67 49 26.78 Currently 
3 X < 16,33 6 3.28 Low 

 
Based on the table above, it can be observed that the tendency for service quality falls into 

the high category with a relative percentage of 70.49%. Conversely, other categories exhibit 
different percentages: the moderate category accounts for 26.78%, and the low category represents 
3.28%. The pie chart illustrating the distribution of service quality tendencies is presented as 
follows: 
 

 
Figure 4: Pie Chart of Satisfaction Distribution by Category 

 
The majority of respondents, comprising 70%, reported a high level of satisfaction with 

the services provided by the school. Additionally, 26% of respondents felt fairly satisfied, while 
only 3% indicated dissatisfaction. Overall, this 70% reflects that the majority of parents and 
students are pleased with the services offered by the school. Nevertheless, there is still room for 
improvement in service quality. 

This high level of satisfaction indicates the comfort and confidence parents have in the 
school's environment, which supports the moral and spiritual development of their children. A 
safe and protected environment from negative influences is crucial for parents, leading them to 
feel more at ease and assured that their children are receiving education that not only focuses on 
academics but also on character development. This suggests that the school has successfully 
created a conducive atmosphere for positive character formation, although continuous efforts are 
needed to enhance service quality to meet the expectations of all involved parties. 
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Parental satisfaction in choosing a school for their children is influenced not only by 
academic aspects but also by the quality of the environment that supports spiritual and moral 
development. In this context, providing an environment conducive to the development of spiritual 
and moral values is of paramount importance (Participant 1, personal communication, June 26, 
2024). A good school environment should offer protection from negative influences that may be 
present in public schools, such as behaviors inconsistent with religious and ethical values. Religious 
programs such as congregational prayers, Quranic recitation, and other Islamic activities in these 
schools add value for parents seeking a more comprehensive religious education for their children 
(Drouhot, 2021a), (Sözeri et al., 2022), (Faqihuddin & Afriatien, 2021). Thus, schools that can 
create a learning environment that supports the spiritual and moral growth of children are likely 
to be more favored by parents. This also contributes to parental satisfaction, as they feel reassured 
that their children are receiving a comprehensive education in both academic and character aspects. 
Therefore, it is essential for schools, especially those with a religious foundation, to continuously 
improve and develop a positive educational environment free from negative influences to meet 
the expectations and needs of parents. 
History of Integrated Islamic Schools 

Integrated Islamic Schools have seen rapid development throughout Indonesia since their 
establishment in 1993 in the Jabodetabek area. The model of SIS began with the founding of five 
primary schools: SDIT Nurul Fikri Depok, SDIT Al Hikmah South Jakarta, SDIT Iqro Bekasi, 
SDIT Ummul Quro Bogor, and SDIT Al Khayrot East Jakarta. Since then, Integrated Islamic 
School have continued to emerge and develop, making this model one of the leading choices in 
Islamic education in Indonesia. 

The establishment of SDIT was a response to the need for a more comprehensive and 
modern Islamic education. This phenomenon arose from the community's desire for education 
that not only focuses on academic aspects but also holistically integrates Islamic values and 
teachings into the curriculum (H. Kurniawan & Ariza, 2021), (Muhsinin et al., 2019). SIS integrate 
the national curriculum with Islamic education curriculum, offering holistic education that 
encompasses both academic and religious aspects (H. Kurniawan & Ariza, 2021). The 
development of Integrated Islamic School in Indonesia is driven by several factors. 

First, the increasing awareness among Muslims of the importance of education that is not 
only academic but also moral and spiritual (Friberg & Sterri, 2021), (Ucan & Wright, 2019), 
(Drouhot, 2021a). This has fueled the growth of educational institutions that integrate academic 
curricula with religious and character values, making it a popular choice among Muslim 
communities. Second, social and economic changes have encouraged the Muslim middle class to 
seek educational alternatives that can prepare their children to face the challenges of globalization 
(Fandy, 2023). In this context, they tend to choose educational institutions that provide not only 
high-quality academic knowledge but also instill strong Islamic values. This integrative education 
is deemed important for shaping children's character to compete globally without compromising 
their religious identity. Third, government support through regulations and policies that promote 
the development of Islamic education (Sukhoiri, 2022). The government plays a key role in 
providing a clear and supportive legal framework, as well as policies that encourage innovation and 
quality in Islamic education. This includes adequate budget allocation, the development of 
curricula aligned with Islamic values, and training and competency enhancement for educators. 
The Development of Integrated Islamic Schools in Indonesia 

The development of Integrated Islamic Schools has seen significant growth in recent years, 
both in terms of the number of schools established and the quality of education offered (Indra, 
2020) (Prasetya et al., 2021). The increasing number of SITs reflects the high public interest in this 
educational model, which combines general curriculum with Islamic education. Furthermore, the 
quality of education at Integrated Islamic Schools has also improved, as evidenced by various 
academic and non-academic achievements of their students (H. Kurniawan & Ariza, 2021). 
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Integrated Islamic School has become a primary choice for Muslim parents in urban areas seeking 
high-quality education that maintains Islamic values. 

Integrated Islamic School is an educational concept that integrates general knowledge with 
Islamic education. This concept emerged from the need to build a generation of Muslims who are 
not only knowledgeable but also possess strong faith and morals. Integrated Islamic School first 
appeared in Indonesia in the late 1990s and experienced rapid growth in the early 2000s (Sukhoiri, 
2022). The development of Integrated Islamic Schools in Indonesia can be observed through 
several stages: 
1. Pioneering and Experimentation (1990s): During this initial stage, Integrated Islamic Schools 

were established by educators concerned about the conventional education system, which was 
perceived as insufficient in addressing moral and spiritual aspects. 

2. Growth and Expansion (2000s): At this stage, Integrated Islamic School s began to grow rapidly 
and attract widespread public interest. Many Islamic foundations and organizations started 
establishing Integrated Islamic Schools in various cities across Indonesia. Integrated Islamic 
Schools received support from communities seeking high-quality education with an Islamic 
atmosphere (Ismael, 2022). 

3. Strengthening and Recognition (2010s - present): SITs are increasingly recognized for their 
quality, both academically and in character education. Many Integrated Islamic School  have 
achieved excellent accreditation and demonstrated achievements comparable to general schools 
and other Islamic schools. 

Integrated Islamic Schools offer comprehensive and balanced education, preparing 
students to face modern world challenges while preserving their Islamic identity (Anisa & 
Saparudin, 2022) (Indra, 2020). Integrated Islamic Schools provide several advantages compared 
to general schools or other Islamic schools. First, Integrated Islamic Schools integrate the national 
curriculum with Islamic education, creating a harmonious balance between academic learning and 
religious instruction (Indra, 2020). Second, Integrated Islamic Schools focus on character 
development through intensive religious education, which significantly impacts students' discipline 
and morals (Fadliyani et al., 2021). Third, Integrated Islamic Schools create a conducive 
environment for students' spiritual development through regular religious activities such as 
communal prayers, study circles, and Qur'an memorization, which strengthen students' spiritual 
dimensions (Harisnur, 2021). Fourth, many Integrated Islamic Schools are equipped with adequate 
facilities and supported by competent and highly dedicated teachers who provide quality education 
(Harisnur, 2021), (Firdaus, M., 2020). Lastly, Integrated Islamic Schools offer various Islamic 
extracurricular activities, such as Qur'an memorization, Islamic arts, and Sharia-compliant sports, 
enabling Integrated Islamic School graduates to possess not only academic competencies but also 
a comprehensive understanding and practice of Islamic teachings (Ismael, 2022) 
Integrated Islamic Schools encounter several complex challenges in meeting modern educational 
needs while aligning with Islamic values. These challenges include: 
1. SIS tends to have higher educational costs compared to public schools, making them less 

accessible to certain segments of the population (Sukhoiri, 2022) 
2. Integrating the national curriculum with Islamic education presents a challenge in ensuring that 

all educational aspects are covered without compromising either (Indra, 2020). 
3. Ensuring the availability of teachers with high competence in both academic and religious fields 

is a significant challenge (Fahroji, 2020). 
4. Some Integrated Islamic School may face limitations in resources, including both teaching staff 

and facilities (Prasetya et al., 2021). 
5. Not all members of the community understand the concept of Integrated Islamic School, 

necessitating further outreach to enhance acceptance and participation (Fadliyani et al., 2021). 
6. High operational costs can be a barrier, especially for Integrated Islamic School that operate 

independently without support from large foundations (Purwanto, 2022). 
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Role of Integrated Islamic Schools 
Integrated Islamic Schools excel in designing curricula that integrate general education with 

Islamic education (Documentation School, 2024). This curriculum is crafted to not only provide 
the academic knowledge required by students but also to reinforce Islamic understanding and 
practice in daily life. The integrated religious education includes lessons on the Qur'an, Hadith, 
Fiqh, Akhlaq, and Islamic history, taught alongside general subjects such as mathematics, science, 
and languages (Rojii et al., 2019), (Hildani & Safitri, 2021). 

Research indicates that this integrated curriculum has a positive impact on students' 
intellectual and spiritual development (Zulfarno et al., 2019). Students who follow the integrated 
curriculum in Integrated Islamic School have a better understanding of Islamic values and are able 
to apply them in their daily lives compared to students from public schools. The holistic approach 
in Integrated Islamic School curricula helps improve academic achievement while also shaping 
strong and religious character. In this way, SIS aims to create a harmonious learning environment 
where Islamic values are integrated into various subjects. 

In addition to the curriculum, Integrated Islamic Schools are also recognized for various 
extracurricular activities designed to support the development of Islamic character in students 
(Rojii et al., 2019), (Siregar & Ulfa, 2022). These activities include religious events such as Quran 
memorization, study circles, as well as social activities like community service and collaborations 
with charitable organizations. Additionally, there are activities that develop students' skills and 
interests, such as science clubs, arts, and sports, all while upholding Islamic values. 

Participation in extracurricular activities organized by Integrated Islamic School has been 
shown to enhance students' sense of responsibility, discipline, and social awareness. Studies have 
also found that students who are actively involved in these extracurricular activities exhibit better 
interpersonal skills and a more positive attitude towards their school and (Boterman et al., 2019), 
(Indra, 2020). 

Overall, the role of Integrated Islamic Schools, particularly SMAIT Nurul Ilmi Jambi, in 
providing an integrated curriculum and extracurricular activities oriented towards Islamic character 
development (participant 3, personal communication, June 26, 2024) significantly contributes to 
the increasing preference of urban communities in Jambi for SITs compared to other Islamic 
schools. Integrated Islamic Schools often offer a range of extracurricular activities designed to 
support the development of Islamic character in students, such as religious clubs, social activities, 
and leadership programs that emphasize Islamic values like honesty, responsibility, and empathy. 
The goal of these activities is to reinforce the religious learning received in class and to shape 
students' character in accordance with Islamic teachings. 
Social and Cultural Dynamics 

The shift in urban society's mindset towards Islamic education is often influenced by 
various social, economic, and cultural factors (Suroso et al., 2021) (Setia & Dilawati, 2021). A key 
factor is the demographic of the millennial generation, who are now entering adulthood with 
school-age children. Millennials, known for their openness to innovation and technology, are 
driving significant changes in their preferences for education. The need for education that not only 
imparts academic skills but also moral and spiritual values is becoming increasingly important. This 
reflects a shift in their understanding of the role of Islamic education in shaping character and 
morality. Additionally, economic and social factors, such as increased well-being and awareness of 
the importance of quality education, contribute to this change (Drouhot, 2021). 

In an urban context, where there is a diverse cultural mix and greater access to information, 
people tend to be more receptive to educational concepts that integrate Islamic values with general 
curriculum. This is reflected in the rising demand for Integrated Islamic Schools that offer a 
curriculum combining general knowledge with strong religious education (Prasetya et al., 2021), 
(Sukhoiri, 2022)  

Urban society is increasingly recognizing that Islamic education can provide a strong moral 
foundation while preparing children to face challenges in the modern world. Therefore, the 
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integration of Islamic values with a relevant and innovative educational curriculum is becoming 
increasingly important to meet the expectations and needs of contemporary urban families. The 
urban mindset towards Islamic education has undergone significant changes in line with the 
processes of urbanization and modernization (L. Alam et al., 2023) (Taivans, 2019), (Pribadi, 2019), 
(Prihatini & Muhid, 2021). Several key factors influencing the shift in interest towards integrated 
Islamic schools in major cities can be explained through various dimensions. 

Firstly, awareness of spiritual values plays a crucial role. In the era of rapid modernization, 
many parents are increasingly recognizing the importance of instilling spiritual and moral values in 
their children. This awareness has led to a growing interest in schools offering integrated Islamic 
education, which not only focuses on academic aspects but also on character development based 
on Islamic principles (Indra, 2020). 

Secondly, the increased access to information contributes to this change. Urban society 
now has broader access to information and educational choices through social media and the 
internet. This accessibility facilitates parents in searching for and evaluating various types of 
schools, including integrated Islamic schools, and assessing their benefits for their children’s 
development (Prihatini & Muhid, 2021), (Sari et al., 2021). 

Thirdly, the need for cultural identity is also an important factor. With increasing 
globalization, some families feel the need to preserve and reinforce their cultural and religious 
identity through education aligned with Islamic values (Baker, 2019; Hasan & Hasan, 2020). These 
three factors significantly contribute to the shift in parental preferences regarding their children’s 
education, as reflected in the growing interest in integrated Islamic schools within urban 
environments. 
Influence of Community and Social Networks on Educational Decision-Making 

Communities and social networks play a vital role in educational decision-making, 
particularly in urban societies (Baker, 2019), (Drouhot, 2021b), (Luz & Stadler, 2019). Parents 
often utilize their social networks to obtain information about school quality and 
recommendations from community members. This influence can accelerate the adoption of 
integrated Islamic schools, as these schools offer educational solutions aligned with the values 
cherished by the community. Additionally, support from communities such as study groups, 
religious organizations, and educational associations can reinforce interest in these schools. The 
influence of community and social networks on educational decisions by urban Muslim 
communities can be observed through several interconnected aspects. 

Firstly, community support plays a crucial role in providing information and 
recommendations regarding educational options, including integrated Islamic schools. Urban 
communities, such as discussion forums, social media groups, or parent associations, provide 
significant support by offering useful information and sharing experiences related to education 
(Tahir & Amirullah, 2019), (Luz & Stadler, 2019), (Jati & Yilmaz, 2023). 

Secondly, extensive and open social networks among community members can directly 
influence educational decisions. Recommendations from friends, relatives, or colleagues often 
become crucial factors in selecting schools. These social networks not only provide information 
but also shape positive or negative perceptions of educational institutions (Jati & Yilmaz, 2023), 
(Lestari & Santosa, 2019). 

Thirdly, the social impact of community activities, such as seminars, workshops, or 
meetings discussing education openly, also plays a role in changing attitudes and preferences 
towards Islamic education. Islam contributes to shaping parental attitudes towards Islamic 
education, emphasizing the importance of integrating Islamic values into the educational process 
(Setia & Dilawati, 2021) (ÇEVİK, 2022),  (Prihatini & Muhid, 2021). 

Communities and social networks play a crucial role in educational decision-making 
processes, particularly in urban contexts. In urban environments, individuals often rely on 
recommendations, experiences, and influences from their social circles to make educational 
choices (Friberg & Sterri, 2021a). These social networks include family, friends, neighbors, and 



Sai’in, Urban Islamization and Increasing Preference … | 38 

 

broader community groups, which can provide information, support, and validation of decisions. 
A well-integrated community with high social cohesion can facilitate effective information 
exchange about various educational options, including the advantages and disadvantages of 
different educational institutions. Moreover, in dynamic urban societies, social pressures and 
prevailing norms can influence educational preferences and the decisions made by individuals. 
Understanding how communities and social networks operate can provide valuable insights into 
the factors affecting educational decision-making in urban settings. Further research into these 
social dynamics can help design more effective interventions to support access to and quality of 
education in urban areas. 
 
Discussion 

Urban Islamization in Jambi City has significantly altered educational preferences in the 
community. This process reflects a shift towards educational choices that integrate Islamic values, 
such as integrated Islamic schools. This phenomenon is driven by an increasing awareness and 
need for education that focuses not only on academic aspects but also on character development 
and religious values. In this context, integrated Islamic schools have become the preferred choice 
for families wanting to ensure that their children receive not only a high-quality education but also 
maintain Islamic values. This illustrates how urbanization and Islamization influence each other, 
creating new challenges and opportunities in the educational landscape of Jambi. The process of 
Islamization involves not only embedding Islamic values into daily life but also affecting the 
education system, particularly in terms of community preferences for integrated Islamic schools 
(Indra, 2020), (H. Kurniawan & Ariza, 2021). These changing preferences can be explained 
through several interconnected factors. 

First, urbanization often brings social and cultural changes that drive communities to seek 
a stronger and more cohesive identity. In Jambi City, urbanization has created an environment 
where Islamic values can be more easily integrated into daily life. Communities that were previously 
exposed to a more secular lifestyle are now inclined to seek education that reinforces religious 
values within the dynamic urban context (ÇEVİK, 2022), (McKenna & Francis, 2019), (Setia & 
Dilawati, 2021). 

Second, integrated Islamic schools offer curricula that combine general education with 
religious education (Mursyidah et al., 2021), (Anisa & Saparudin, 2022). This presents an attractive 
option for parents who want their children to receive a comprehensive education that focuses not 
only on academic achievements but also on character and moral development based on Islamic 
teachings. In a competitive urban environment, these schools often provide facilities and 
educational quality that are on par with or even exceed those of general schools, thereby enhancing 
their appeal (H. Kurniawan & Ariza, 2021), (Fadliyani et al., 2021). 

Thirdly, the influence of community and social networks also plays a significant role in this 
shift in preferences. In urban environments, active and organized Muslim communities can 
provide support and encouragement for parents to choose integrated Islamic schools. 
Additionally, the success of alumni from these schools in various fields serves as a significant 
attraction. 

Fourthly, factors such as safety and a conducive learning environment in integrated Islamic 
schools are important considerations for parents. In urban contexts, which often face challenges 
such as juvenile delinquency and negative external influences, integrated Islamic schools offer an 
alternative considered safer and more supportive of both the spiritual and academic development 
of children. 

However, this shift in preferences also presents several challenges. One challenge is 
ensuring that integrated Islamic schools maintain high and relevant educational quality without 
compromising religious values. Another challenge is ensuring that the education provided remains 
inclusive and does not segregate students based on social and economic backgrounds. 
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Overall, urban Islamization in Jambi City has had a significant impact on the community's 
educational preferences. This process reflects how religious values can influence educational 
decisions in a constantly evolving urban context (Sabic-El-Rayess, 2020) (Sukhoiri, 2022), (Tahir 
& Amirullah, 2019). To further understand the long-term impact of this change, in-depth and 
ongoing research is needed to provide deeper insights into the social and cultural dynamics at play. 
Some implications of this phenomenon are as follows: 

Firstly, increased awareness and practice of Islam in urban areas have encouraged many 
parents in Jambi City to choose schools that integrate religious education with the general 
curriculum (Muhsinin et al., 2019), (Hildani & Safitri, 2021). Integrated Islamic schools offer a 
unique combination that merges academic achievement with Islam-based character education. 
This choice reflects parents' aspirations to provide a balanced education where children not only 
acquire academic knowledge but also moral and spiritual values. These schools have become 
popular because they successfully create an environment conducive to students' holistic 
development. This aligns with global trends where values-based education is increasingly 
important in the context of globalization and modernization. 

Secondly, changes in curriculum and teaching methods are evident. Integrated Islamic 
schools often adapt their curricula to include more intensive religious education, distinguishing 
them from general schools. This curriculum not only covers standard academic subjects but also 
in-depth religious education. For example, students study the Qur'an, Hadith, and Islamic history, 
all designed to develop character in accordance with Islamic teachings. Additionally, teaching 
methods in integrated Islamic schools frequently incorporate a combination of theory and practice, 
with an emphasis on project-based learning relevant to Islamic values (R. Kurniawan, 2020). This 
ensures that students are not only prepared for academic exams but also for moral and ethical 
challenges in daily life. 

Thirdly, as Islamic values become more integrated into urban society, significant social and 
cultural adjustments occur. Emphasis on moral and ethical values in the teaching and learning 
process influences perspectives on education as well as parents' and students' preferences (Indra, 
2020). In this context, integrated Islamic schools play a crucial role in reinforcing students' cultural 
and religious identity. This adaptation process occurs not only within the school environment but 
also extends to the broader community, where social norms and cultural practices are increasingly 
influenced by Islamic values. This creates a more cohesive community committed to strong ethical 
principles. The social and cultural adaptation also demonstrates the flexibility of urban society in 
embracing changes aligned with their religious beliefs and practices. 
Challenges and Opportunities for Islamic Schools in the Context of Urbanization 

Islamic schools face significant challenges in adapting to the needs and expectations of 
urban communities, which often involve upgrading facilities and infrastructure to meet higher 
educational standards (M. Alam, 2020), (Setia & Dilawati, 2021). Amid urbanization, Islamic 
schools also have to compete closely with general schools that may possess more modern 
resources and facilities. The quality of education in Islamic schools heavily depends on the 
availability of qualified and committed teachers, making the recruitment and retention of high-
quality educators a significant issue. Additionally, these schools must ensure that they meet national 
education standards while maintaining the Islamic values that define their identity. 

In terms of opportunities, the growing demand for Islam-based education provides Islamic 
schools with the chance to expand by offering more engaging and relevant programs. Support 
from communities increasingly aware of the importance of religious education can strengthen the 
position of these schools, both through funding and active participation. Urbanization also opens 
up opportunities for curriculum innovation, allowing Islamic schools to develop teaching methods 
and curricula that are more appealing to parents and students in urban environments (R. 
Kurniawan, 2020). 
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Challenges in Data Collection 
Quantitative data collection also requires intensive field visits, and in densely populated 

and dynamic urban environments such as Jambi City, accessibility to research locations and 
logistical arrangements can pose significant challenges. Urbanization can result in substantial 
differences in the experiences of individuals and families, making it difficult to generalize or 
measure consistently. Additionally, the rapidly changing urban environment may cause collected 
data to not fully reflect current or future conditions. 
Generalizing Findings Beyond Jambi City 

The unique local context of Jambi City may make research findings not fully generalizable 
to other areas with different social and cultural contexts. Differences in cultural, economic, and 
social backgrounds can affect the acceptance and implementation of integrated Islamic schools. 
Social and economic variations between Jambi City and other cities may also influence the 
relevance and application of research findings in different locations. Furthermore, limitations in 
sample representation from a broader population may restrict the generalizability of findings and 
may not accurately reflect conditions outside Jambi City. 
 
Conclusion 

Islamic schools face significant challenges in adapting to the needs and expectations of 
urban communities, which often involve upgrading facilities and infrastructure to meet higher 
educational standards (M. Alam, 2020; Setia & Dilawati, 2021). Amid urbanization, Islamic schools 
also have to compete closely with general schools that may possess more modern resources and 
facilities. The quality of education in Islamic schools heavily depends on the availability of qualified 
and committed teachers, making the recruitment and retention of high-quality educators a 
significant issue. Additionally, these schools must ensure that they meet national education 
standards while maintaining the Islamic values that define their identity. 

In terms of opportunities, the growing demand for Islam-based education provides Islamic 
schools with the chance to expand by offering more engaging and relevant programs. Support 
from communities increasingly aware of the importance of religious education can strengthen the 
position of these schools, both through funding and active participation. Urbanization also opens 
up opportunities for curriculum innovation, allowing Islamic schools to develop teaching methods 
and curricula that are more appealing to parents and students in urban environments (R. 
Kurniawan, 2020). 
Challenges in Data Collection 

Quantitative data collection also requires intensive field visits, and in densely populated 
and dynamic urban environments such as Jambi City, accessibility to research locations and 
logistical arrangements can pose significant challenges. Urbanization can result in substantial 
differences in the experiences of individuals and families, making it difficult to generalize or 
measure consistently. Additionally, the rapidly changing urban environment may cause collected 
data to not fully reflect current or future conditions. 
Generalizing Findings Beyond Jambi City 

The unique local context of Jambi City may make research findings not fully generalizable 
to other areas with different social and cultural contexts. Differences in cultural, economic, and 
social backgrounds can affect the acceptance and implementation of integrated Islamic schools. 
Social and economic variations between Jambi City and other cities may also influence the 
relevance and application of research findings in different locations. Furthermore, limitations in 
sample representation from a broader population may restrict the generalizability of findings and 
may not accurately reflect conditions outside Jambi City. 
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